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The Boston Tea Party was a 
protest that took place at the 
Boston Harbor in 1773. 
American colonists dumped 342 
chests of tea, more than 92,000 
pounds (estimated value of just 
under $ one million) into the 
water as a protest of the British 
government’s tax on the item. 

The historical importance of this event is that it fueled the tension between the 
colonies and the monarchy, which would become one of the leading causes of 
the Revolutionary War.  Historians believe this action was the first unofficial act 
by the colonists in demanding their declaration of independence from 
England. 

This spirited act of defiance brought the colonies together as one in the fight 
against the Brits.  Sam Adams and the New England Sons of Liberty 
organization are said to have orchestrated the Boston Tea Party. 

American colonists took a stance against the British monarchy, which is true, 
but the three boats (the Beaver, the Dartmouth and the Eleanor) were owned 
by colonists.  The ships brought supplies to London, then commissioned to 
bring tea back to the colonies. Technically, the protest took place on private 
property as the boats were owned by local shipping contractors and the tea 
was owned by the British East India Company. The British government had no 
connection with the items on board.  

https://www.havefunwithhistory.com/boston-tea-party-facts/ 


