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On December 17, 1894, Valley Forge Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution was founded when nine women assembled in Norristown, PA. 
Today – the 141 members of Valley Forge Chapter continue to honor our 
heritage and strive to make a difference in our communities. We treasure 
the lineage to our patriots who fought for the independence of our nation. 
If you have family ties to the mid 1770s in America, you might be related 
to a patriot too. Contact us and start your own Daughters of the American 
Revolution (age 18 and older) or Children of the American Revolution (CAR 
– age birth to 21) journey.

In July 2026, the United States will mark its 250th anniversary – and Valley 
Forge Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution wants to help children 
of all ages appreciate the significance of this occasion and review the major 
events that brought the American Colonists to the point of declaring their 
independence from Great Britain in 1776.

Participants will complete the activities in this workbook that highlight 
1773 – 1776 events to earn the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Valley Forge Chapter Semiquincentennial Patch. Program materials will 
be available Fall 2024 through the end of 2026, which will mark the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Please fill out the Statement 
of Program Completion located on page 15 to apply for the free patches. 

This program is presented by Valley Forge Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Valley Forge Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution | P.O. Box 206 | Valley Forge, PA 19481

Introduction
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PART 1
In the 1600 and 1700’s, many people came to North America to live. They were organized into 13 colonies 
based on the type of “Charter”, or permission to colonize, that a group or sponsors of a group received.

Label the names of the 13 original American Colonies on the map below. Use different colors to color in 
and identify the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies.

Colonial America

Connecticut (CT)
Delaware (DE)
Georgia (GA)
Maryland (MD)
Massachusetts (MA)
New Hampshire (NH)
New Jersey (NJ)
New York (NY) 
North Carolina (NC)
Pennsylvania (PA)
Rhode Island (RI)
South Carolina (SC)
Virginia (VA)

New England Colonies - 4
Mid Atlantic Colonies - 4
Southern Colonies - 5

Label

Color
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PART 2
The American Colonies did not like the constant taxes that England was making them pay after the 
French and Indian War ended in 1763. They boycotted English goods. England withdrew most of the 
taxes but NOT the one on tea. England shipped hundreds of pounds of tea to America. But the colonists 
were ready to act.

The Boston Tea Party

Read a book or story or watch the video on the 
Boston Tea Party
Reference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVufq8celE8

Name the three merchant ships that docked in the 
Boston Harbor in late 1773

1.

2.

3.

Complete the attached maze to help the Sons of 
Liberty (Colonial Patriots) board the merchant 
ships in the Boston Harbor

How many chests of East India Company tea did 
they carry? 
Reference: https://www.havefunwithhistory.com/boston-tea-party-facts/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVufq8celE8
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PART 2
Help the Sons & Daughters of Liberty, dressed as Mohawk Indians, board the HMS Dartmouth, Beaver, 
and Eleanor, and dump the 342 chests of tea into the Boston Harbor during low tide. The 100 colonists 
took three (3) hours to dump 90,000 pounds of tea. 

Sarah Bradlee Fulton is credited with the idea of painting their faces red and dressing them up as Native 
Americans. She is also supposed to have awaited their return to her brother’s home where she removed 
the paint from their faces and disposed of their disguises. She is often referred to as the ‘Mother of the 
Boston Tea Party’.

The Boston Tea Party

Start
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PART 3
England responded to the “Boston Tea Party” by creating four “laws” to punish Boston. They were 
called the Intolerable Acts. They were the Boston Port Act which closed the sea port to all trade, the 
Massachusetts Government Act which disbanded local elected officials, the Administration of Justice Act 
which kept British officials from being tried locally for crimes, and the Quartering Act which required the 
colonists to provide housing for the British soldiers. In response, the colonists decided to gather and hold 
a Continental Congress and petition the king to withdraw the Intolerable Acts.

The First Continental Congress

Complete the attached “Spot the Differences” 
worksheet

Learn about the First Continental Congress and 
complete the below questions
Reference: https://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/congress.html

1. What were the dates of the First Continental 
Congress?

2. How many delegates attended the First Continental 
Congress? 

3. Were all thirteen colonies represented?  

Yes No
4. Where was the First Continental Congress held? 

Name the building and city.

https://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/congress.html
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PART 3
The First Continental Congress

Spot the 8 differences between the top and bottom pictures.
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PART 4
The English King would not repeal the Intolerable Acts and he secretly told the British soldiers to 
“confiscate” or take all the weapons and gunpowder that were in the colonies. The British soldiers were on 
their way to Concord, Massachusetts to raid a possible gunpowder location when the colonists decided 
they were not going to let the British do that.

Lexington and Concord

Read a book or story or watch the video on “The 
Shot Heard Round the World” – The Battles of 
Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts
Reference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RU-GYMXzasI

Color the attached sheet of Paul Revere’s ride 
to alert the citizens of Massachusetts that the 
British Regulars were marching to Concord to 
seize weapons and gunpowder and/or decode the 
attached secret message from Dr. Joseph Warren

What role did Paul Revere play prior to these 
battles?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RU-GYMXzasI
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PART 4
Lexington and Concord

On April 18, 1775 Paul Revere made his famous ride, shouting
“The British are coming!”
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PART 4
Lexington and Concord

During the American Revolutionary War, secret messages were often communicated using codes, 
invisible inks, hidden compartments in everyday items, and coded language. Spies transmitted vital 
information about British troop movements and plans.

Cryptography is the process of hiding or coding information so that only the person the message was 
intended for could read it.

In April 1775, two prominent American Patriots, John Hancock and Samuel Adams, fearing for their 
safety, move from Boston to Lexington to be away from the British Army (they called the Regulars). 
The colonist also had a big stockpile of gunpowder and rifles in a town near Lexington called Concord. 
Dr. Joseph Warren, another Patriot, stayed in Boston. He spied on the British Regulars and wrote 
secret messages to Hancock and Adams about their activity. Below could be a message Dr. Warren 
wrote the night of April 18, 1774.

Secret Messages

To solve, this cryptogram requires a secret password whose length in letters tells the recipient how many spaces 
the alphabet is shifted to the right. Construct the coded alphabet below the regular alphabet by moving the “A” 
to the right based on the number of letters in the password.

Today’s password is: LIBERTY

Dr. Joseph Warren’s Secret Message

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

B Y N L U A O H C LY L N B S H Y ZA O L
;

S L M A I V Z A V U J V T P U N A V
;

H Y Y L Z A F V B O P K L T V C L
; ;

Z B W W S P L Z M Y V T J V U J V Y K
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PART 5
After the fighting began in Concord and Lexington in early 1775 and continued around Boston the rest 
of the year, it became evident to the colonists that England would not listen to their reasons to be treated 
fairly as equal English subjects. The Second Continental Congress voted to declare their independence 
from England in July of 1776.

The Declaration of Independence

Read the Declaration of Independence.
A copy follows at the end of the packet; or there are 
several text versions on-line; or listen to it being 
read on a video or podcast
Reference Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3AfKTXF9wU

Reference Podcast:
Patriot Lessons: American History and Civics; Michael Warren
Declaration and July 4th Background, Recitation

Read the attached Fun Facts about the Declaration 
of Independence

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3AfKTXF9wU
https://open.spotify.com/episode/64UBSnEcYbPIPKEQyir3ET?si=tzkKKRytQpK32YCqicWuww
https://open.spotify.com/episode/64UBSnEcYbPIPKEQyir3ET?si=tzkKKRytQpK32YCqicWuww
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PART 5
The Declaration of Independence

Fascinating facts about the Declaration of Independence

1.	 Officially, the Continental Congress declared its freedom from Britain on July 2, 1776, 
when it passed the Lee Resolution. A draft manuscript by the Committee of Five 
(John Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas 
Jefferson) was presented and it took two days for the Congress to agree on the edits.

2.	 July 4 is when the edited, draft declaration manuscript was adopted. After voting on 
independence, the Continental Congress needed to finalize a document explaining the 
move to the public. 

3.	 Once the Congress approved the actual Declaration of Independence document on 
July 4, it ordered that it be sent to a printer named John Dunlap. About 200 copies of 
the Dunlap Broadside were printed, with John Hancock’s name printed at the bottom. 
Today, 26 copies remain.

4.	 Most of the members of the Continental Congress signed a version of the Declaration 
in early August 1776 in Philadelphia. The names of the signers were released publicly 
in early 1777.

5.	 There really is a message written on the back of the Declaration of Independence. It 
reads: “Original Declaration of Independence dated 4th July 1776.”
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Valley Forge Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution hope that 
you have learned something new about our country’s amazing history. 
Please make plans for you, your family, and your community neighbors 
to celebrate and enjoy the Semiquincentennial in 2026.

•	 Overview - “The Daughters of the American Revolution or DAR, founded in 
1890... is a volunteer women’s service organization dedicated to promoting 
patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s future through 
better education for children.” Members prove lineal descent from a patriot of the 
American Revolution. 

•	 The DAR Promotes Patriotism - DAR Members’ love of country is evident in the 
multitude of patriotic endeavors they pursue, including:

•	 Providing more than 200,000 hours of volunteer time annually to veterans 
in Veterans Administration hospitals and non-VA facilities

•	 Offering support to America’s service personnel serving abroad through 
care packages, phone cards and other needed items

•	 Sponsoring special programs promoting the Constitution, Naturalization, 
and bestowing patriotic awards to deserving individuals

•	 The DAR Preserves History - DAR members participate in an array of projects to 
help preserve our cultural heritage, including:

•	 Restoring and maintaining historical sites
•	 Locating, restoring, and marking Revolutionary War patriot gravesites and 

headstones
•	 Placing monuments around the world to memorialize people and events 

throughout American history
•	 Preserving genealogical records, artifacts and historical documents and 

making these items available to the public at DAR Headquarters

•	 The DAR Supports Education - DAR members are passionate about educating 
the youth of America and contributing to schools and student programs in a 
variety of ways.C
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About Daughters of the American Revolution

Graphics used in this workbook 
are available as free downloads 
from the following websites:

carpentershall.org		
easydrawingguides.com	
raisingourkids.com
walmart.com

clip-artlibrary.com
supercoloring.com
usa-printables.com
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Congratulations!

Thank you for completing the 
Semiquincentennial 

Youth Patch Program
Please complete and submit the following form
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Statement of Program Completion

CONGRATULATIONS

Thank you for completing the Semiquincentennial 
Youth Patch Program
Please complete and submit the following

Individual or Group Name:

Age Range of Participants:

Number of Patches Needed: 

Email (optional) for follow up: 

Male / Female / Mixed Group / Prefer not to say:

Contact Name and Mailing Address for Patches:

Comments:

Mail form to: Valley Forge Chapter, NSDAR | P.O. Box 206 | Valley Forge, PA 19481



IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which the Laws
of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them,
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.–That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed, –That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future security.–Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history of
the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in
direct object the establishment of an absolute 

Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws
of immediate and pressing importance, unless
suspended in their operation till his Assent
should be obtained; and when so suspended, he
has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the
accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the right
of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the
depository of their public Records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with
his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of
Annihilation, have returned to the People at large
for their exercise; the State remaining in the
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion
from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to
pass others to encourage their migrations hither,
and raising the conditions of new Appropriations
of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice,
by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing
Judiciary powers.

The Declaration of Independence

billofrightsinstitute.org



He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone,
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and
payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our
people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to
a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to
their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from
punishment for any Murders which they should
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of
Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for
pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws
in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein
an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example
and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our
most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring
us out of his Protection and waging War against
us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, 
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of
foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun
with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against
their Country, to become the executioners of their
friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by
their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst
us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian
Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and
conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only
by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is
thus marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our
Brittish brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations,

Declaration of Independence
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which, would inevitably interrupt our connections
and correspondence. They too have been deaf
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as
we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the
united States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge
of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of
Right ought to be Free and Independent States;
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection
between them and the State of Great Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all
other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and
our sacred Honor. 

Georgia
Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton

North Carolina
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina
Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas
Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton

Massachusetts
John Hancock

Maryland
Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone,
Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson,
Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton

Pennsylvania
Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James
Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross

Delaware
Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean

New York
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis,
Lewis Morris

New Jersey
Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis
Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark

New Hampshire
Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple

Massachusetts
Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine,
Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William
Williams, Oliver Wolcott

New Hampshire
Matthew Thornton

Declaration of Independence Declaration of Independence
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